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Library seeking 
donations 


HOLYOKE — 2020 
has been a challenging year 
to say the least! But it’s 
almost over. A pandemic 
can’t stop us from keeping 
kids and adults engaged in 
fun and educational pur- 
suits. That will always be 
the goal for the library and 
we couldn’t do it without 
you! Our Grab and Go 
bags and other children’s 
programming was funded 
by donors like you. 

Your gift today will 
fund these and other pro- 
grams at the library: 


Tighe & Bonde 
finalist for award 


HOLYOKE —- The 
American Council of 
Engineering Companies 
of Massachusetts (ACEC/ 
MA) has named Tighe 
& Bond as a finalist of 
their 2020 Engineering 
Excellence Award for 
their transformation of 
the Mt. Tom coal-fired 
power plant into the state 
of Massachusetts’ Largest 
Community Solar and 
Energy Storage Facility. 

The 2020 Engineering 
Excellence Awards were 
recently announced 
and will be celebrated 
at the 2021 ACEC/MA 
Engineering Excellence 
and Awards Gala. The 
awards celebrate inno- 
vation, ingenuity, and 
excellence in engineering 
achievement. 


Meals to be 
distributed 
during 
holiday break 


HOLYOKE —- The 
Holyoke Public Schools 
will still be distributed 
during the holiday break. 
Please note that due to the 
holiday break from Dec. 24 
to Jan. 4, food distribution 
days will be on Monday, 
Dec. 28 and Wednesday, 
Dec. 30. Monday pick- 
up will include Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday 
meals and Wednesday 
pickup will include 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday meals. The 
distribution times and loca- 
tions will remain the same. 
The schedule will return 
to the regular Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday dis- 
tribution days starting on 
Monday, Jan. 4. 











Council 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - It took 
several hours, but the 
Holyoke City Council has 
settled on a balanced budget 
and thus a tax rate for 2021. 

Despite having stabi- 
lization funds and finding 
some savings in other areas, 
Holyoke’s tax rate will be 
$19.28 per $1,000 valuation 
of residential property. The 
commercial rate will become 
the highest in the region, set 
at $40.65 per $1,000 valua- 
tion on business properties. 

Despite the high tax 
rate, Holyoke has been mod- 
erately successful at bring- 
ing in some news businesses 
during the past several years. 

Holyoke City 
Councilors met for several 
hours at a special meeting 
held last Friday afternoon to 
agree on the new tax rate. 
The meeting was needed 


thesun@turley.com 


passes 





FY21 tax rates 


because the regular council 
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 15 
did not yield an agreement 
on balancing the budget. 

At last week’s meeting, 
Mayor Alex Morse present- 
ed a number of scenarios 
to the council, including 
the ability to remove trans- 
portation funding from the 
Holyoke Public Schools 
that was not being used to 
the pandemic and the full 
remote learning model 
Holyoke has used for the 
first half of the year. 

With the loss of cer- 
tain revenues, Holyoke was 
looking at a budget deficit 
of about $883,000, Morse 
reported. He estimated just 
under $2 million would be 
lost in local receipts from 
the pandemic, but said city 
services have overall not 
been affected. 

City councilors were 


See COUNCIL, page 9 
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COVID numbers 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE — After a 
couple of weeks of lowering 
COVID-19 infection rates, the 
city was reported to have a rise 
in that rate last week. 

Updated statistics from the 
Department of Public Health 
are typically released every 
Thursday. Last Thursday, more 
than 150 communities were in 
the red, or high-risk category 
for COVID-19 spread, which 
has led to even further restric- 
tions being put in place by Gov. 
Charlie Baker. 

Among the new restric- 
tions reported on Tuesday were 
lower capacities for “most 
businesses” including restau- 
rants. The businesses must run 
at approximately 25 percent 
capacity. Indoor gatherings are 
now limited to just 10 people. 

With Holyoke having a 
large mall, it remains to be seen 


rising in city 


what will happen to business 
at the mall on Dec. 26, typi- 
cally a busy day there because 
of the number of returns that 
take place on the day after 
Christmas. 

According to state num- 
bers, Holyoke reports an aver- 
age daily incidence rate of 
83.8 cases per 100,000 people. 
There have been a total of 477 
new cases of COVID-19 during 
the last 14 days. In Holyoke, 
there have been a total of 2,557 
cases during the overall pan- 
demic. This means nearly 20 
percent of Holyoke’s cases 
have been reported in the last 
two weeks. 

While Holyoke’s numbers 
overall have been lower than 
other larger cities in the state, 
Holyoke has remained in the 
red with a 7.46 percent positive 
test rate in the last 14 days. 

The updated COVID-19 


See COVID, page 9 





set up the outdoor fifth annual dinner, and helped to hand out bagged dinners and donated poinsettia’s to those using the drive through option. Left, 


Smaller sponsors received and inflatable decoration to represent they help they’ve provided for the event. 


Photos by Shelby Macri 


OneHolyoke holds community dinner in a new way 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


HOLYOKE — OneHolyoke 
held their fifth annual dinner in 
a way that was safe for volun- 
teers and attendees in order to 
be able to still put on the event 
for families. 

The OneHolyoke Director 
of Community Engagement 
and Residential Services, 
Nayroby Rosa-Soriano put on 
the whole event and has been 


planning with a team for three 
months. The planning board for 
the event worked diligently to 
arrange two separate areas for 
those who came to the event on 
foot, and those who chose to 
visit via drive through. 

There were about 50 peo- 
ple signed up to volunteer, 
allowing a schedule to be set up 
for volunteer shifts. Volunteers 
came for hour or so long shifts 
so that they limited their time 
there, additionally there were 


two separate stations with 
bagged meals to keep people 
separate. Each volunteer wore 
a mask and many people were 
wearing decorative accesso- 
ries like hats, head bands, and 
scarves to get into the spir- 
it during the event. Volunteers 
included Rosa-Soriano herself 
and the Vice President of the 
South Holyoke Neighborhood 
Association, Gerardo Torres 
who helped to hand out bagged 
meals and donated poinsettias 


to families that came by on foot. 

Typically, OneHolyoke will 
put on the community dinner 
with live music and entertain- 
ment, as well as providing a 
buffet style Latino holiday din- 
ner. Because this event is typ- 
ically held indoors and there 
are strict gathering rules due 
to COVID-19, there wasn’t an 
option to hold the dinner as 
usual. 


See DINNER, page 6 
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HOLYOKE — The Holyoke Public 
Schools issued a statement regarding the 
return of in-person learning: Providing all 
our students with the best learning model 
possible while prioritizing the health, 
safety, and well-being of all students and 
staff is our top priority. We will continue 
to use the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) reopening 
guidance and partner with the Holyoke 
Board of Health to monitor our local 
health data and use this information to 
slowly bring more students back to in-per- 
son learning in a hybrid model (a combi- 
nation of in person and remote learning). 
Please note, students who are currently 
enrolled in Cohort C for 4 days a week 
will remain on the 4-days/week schedule. 

Students in preschool and 
Kindergarten who have selected to partic- 
ipate in the hybrid model will be assigned 
to Cohort C and will attend school four 
days a week: Monday-Tuesday and 
Thursday-Friday. Due to our current class 
sizes and room configurations, it is not 
possible to bring back all students for 
learning 5 days a week and still main- 
tain physical distancing protocols, so 
grades 1-12 will be in a hybrid sched- 
ule (two days of in-person learning per 
week). We will phase into our hybrid 
model on a staggered schedule, prioritiz- 
ing our youngest students first. The cur- 
rent plan is to return students in preschool 
through grade 2 starting on January 21, 
2021, Grades 3-5 and grade 9 starting 
on February 4, 2021 with the remaining 
grade levels grade 6 through 8 and 10-12 
returning February 25, 2021. Target start 
dates are not finalized, they are dates that 
we are planning for with the understand- 
ing that they might have to shift based on 
current health data. 

In the hybrid model, approximately 
half of the students will be in school at a 
time. Students will participate in one of 
the following 4 cohorts within the hybrid 
model. 

¢ Cohort A will attend school in-per- 
son on Mondays and Tuesdays and have 
guided remote learning on Thursdays and 


Fridays. 

e Cohort B will have guided remote 
learning on Mondays and Tuesdays and 
will attend school in-person on Thursdays 
and Fridays. 

¢ Cohort C will continue to attend 
school in-person four days a week. Cohort 
C is designed to meet the needs of high 
need students who require specialized 
instruction. Cohort C students are already 
attending school in person for four days 
per week. 

e Wednesdays are full remote learning 
days for all students assigned to Cohort A, 
B, or C. Deep cleaning will occur in all 
schools in the district on Wednesdays. 

¢ Cohort D is for students who will 
continue to participate fully in remote 
learning. 

e Families who are participating in 
Cohort A, B, or C, please be aware of 
new state vaccination requirements. The 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health now requires the influenza vac- 
cine for all students enrolled in child care, 
Pre-school, K-12, and post-secondary 
schools beginning with the 2020-2021 
school year. Students who will participate 
in in-person learning as part of the hybrid 
model are required to provide updated 
vaccination records to the school nurse 
prior to returning to in-person learning. 

e We ask that families provide 
input into our planning by sharing wheth- 
er they want their children to participate 
in full remote learning or hybrid learning. 
All families were recently asked to com- 
plete a survey to gather this information. 
Information gathered through these sur- 
veys will help inform the planning pro- 
cess. Further details outlining our hybrid 
model will be shared in the coming weeks 
as we approach our target entry dates for 
each grade band. 

Please direct any questions to 
returntoschool @hps.holyoke.ma.us. We 
appreciate your patience and partner- 
ship throughout our planning process. To 
answer questions our families may have, 
we will host a Zoom Webinar on Tuesday, 
December 22nd from 5:00-5:45 pm. 





HG&E offers discounted 
and fuel assistance 


HOLYOKE —- The Holyoke Gas & Electric 


Commission has granted an extra 10 percent prompt 
payment discount on energy services billed during the 
December billing cycle. In addition, HG&E has a vari- 
ety of resources that can assist customers who are fac- 
ing financial hardship, including payment plans, energy 
efficiency programs, and connections to fuel assistance 
programs. 

“HG&E is pleased to offer our customers an addi- 
tional discount during the holidays, especially this year,’ 
said HG&E Manager James Lavelle. “We understand 
many customers are facing difficult and uncertain times, 
we are here to help.” 

For the average homeowner who heats with natural 
gas, the combined discounts (prompt payment and hol- 
iday discount) amount to savings of approximately $58 
on their bill. HG&E has implemented a holiday discount 
each year since 1992. This discount applies to commer- 
cial and residential gas and electricity customers who are 
not already participating in an economic development 
discount program. 

Many utility customers are facing uncertain times 
due to the pandemic; we are encouraging these customers 
to contact Valley Opportunity Council (VOC) to learn 
more about their Fuel Assistance Program that can assist 
eligible applicants in paying their fuel bills. . This year, 
VOC has made it easy to apply remotely. Call (413) 552- 
1548 or email fuelassistance @ valleyopp.com. 

In addition, HG&E’s customer service staff is avail- 
able to discuss payment plans and energy efficiency 
opportunities, helping customers manage their monthly 
energy costs. 

“All of us here at HG&E offer our best wishes for a 
warm and bright holiday season,” said Jim Lavelle. 

For more information please contact, Kate Sullivan 
Craven at (413) 536-9333 or ksullivan@hged.com. 


We know customers are worried about making ends meet during the pandemic. 
Please don’t wait to call us if you fall behind on your energy bills. 


We can help by: 
Spreading catch-up payments over the months ahead 
Sharing contacts with agencies that can provide assistance to help pay your 
energy costs 
Showing you the easiest ways to save energy and money 


Call us today to keep bills low, (413) 536-9300, or visit www.hged.com! 


mFGE 


EMPOWERING YOUR WORLD YOUR WORLD 


Holyoke Gas & Electric | 99 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 | www.hged.com | (413) 536-9300 





2 © DECEMBER 25, 2020 ¢ The Holyoke Sun 


Inthe News ¢ 


HCC-MRC program trains disabled for cybersecurity jobs 


HOLYOKE - Not long ago, Aidan 
Burke was working in a local supermar- 
ket, making pizza for minimum wage. 
It was not a job he believed held much 
promise for him. 

Life has changed a lot since then for 
the 29-year-old Northampton resident. 

In February, Burke started a free, 
intensive cybersecurity training pro- 
gram for people with disabilities offered 
by Holyoke Community College and 
the Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission. Ten months later, he is now 
poised to begin a career as a cybersecuri- 
ty analyst. 

“I liked working at Big Y and I 
could pay my bills, but there was noth- 
ing I could really do with that,” he said. 
“Now I’m looking at positions that have 
salaries and benefits. That’s a big change 
for me. It’s fantastic. This class has just 
opened so many doors. It’s life-altering 
or at least has the potential to be.” 

Already, Burke has started an intern- 
ship with NetWerks Strategic Services, 
an Agawam-based technology compa- 
ny. In recent weeks, he has interviewed 
for full-time benefitted positions at the 
Massachusetts Educational Collaborative 
and the Dept. of Youth Services. He is 
also a candidate for a summer internship 
with MassMutual. 

“The opportunities are just so much 
bigger and better than what I had before,’ 
he said. “I was kind of floundering a bit 
in terms of direction in my life, and now 
I have an opportunity to move up in the 
world.” 

Burke and his 14 classmates com- 
pleted the Cisco Academy Cybersecurity 
Training program on Dec. 10. They grad- 
uated Dec. 18, having passed their exams 
as Cisco Certified Network Associates 
and Cisco Certified Cyber-Operations 
Associates. 

‘Mass Rehab has been very happy 
with the success of the students academ- 
ically,” said Kermit Dunkelberg, HCC 
assistant vice president of Adult Basic 
Education and Workforce Development. 
“Ultimately, the goal is to get them 
placed in jobs, and we’re very optimis- 
tic because these students are very well 
prepared.” 

The HCC-MRC cybersecurity train- 
ing program was the first of its kind in 
the state. Based on the success of the 
pilot, MRC initiated a second progam in 
September in collaboration with Roxbury 
Community College and has begun 
recruiting for a second class at HCC that 
will begin in February. 

“Together we are re-envisioning 
employment and people’s lives,” said 
MRC Commissioner Toni Wolf. “In the 
wake of COVID-19, our perspective 
on what is possible for remote work is 
expanding on a daily basis, particularly 
how resilient and adaptive people with 
disabilities are and the transformative 
thinking on the future of work. These 
Cisco certifications are nationally recog- 
nized and highly sought-after workplace 
credentials that will give these students 


the needed leverage to enter a high pay- 
ing industry.” 

For the first month of training, 
classes met in the cybersecurity lab in 
HCC’s Kittredge Center for Business 
and Workforce Development. In March, 
though, they moved onto Zoom as 
COVID-19 forced a shift to remote 
instruction. HCC and MRC provided lap- 
tops for students to use at home, and 
Cisco provided access to online simula- 
tion platforms that mimicked the “hands- 
on” parts of the training. 

“There were many challenges, all 
overcome,’ said HCC professor Dalip 
Singh, a Cisco-certified cybersecurity 
instructor. “We modified everything we 
were doing many times. The students 
were all very dedicated and hardwork- 
ing.” 

Students qualified for the program 
through their involvement with MRC. 
Burke was recommended by his case- 
worker. Candidates were screened and 
then took an entrance exam to make sure 
they could handle the material and the 
workload. 

Classes met four days a week, 
Monday through Thursday from about 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Singh said the stu- 
dents were also required to put in several 
hours of additional self-study on Fridays. 

Given today’s reliance on computer 
technology and remote access to internal 
networks during the pandemic, the cyber- 
security field is more important than 
ever, said Singh. 

Cybersecurity analysts are network 
watchdogs, monitoring network activity, 
tracking alerts, guarding against cyber- 
attacks and looking out for abnormal 
network behavior. They fix security prob- 
lems, restore compromised systems, pin- 
point conflicts, and collect evidence of 
criminal activity in the event of an inten- 
tional breach or legal proceeding. 

“Cyber crime is up 600 percent 
due to the pandemic,’ HCC president 
Christina Royal said Friday during a 
graduation ceremony held over Zoom. 
There are a lot of bad actors looking 
to exploit network vulnerabilities with 
costs estimated at $6 trillion in 2021. 
Cybersecurity is an important area that 
companies are neededing and investing 
in.” 

Program graduates qualify for jobs 
as tier | cybersecurity analysts. Although 
that is considered entry level, they can 
still expect to earn between $25 and $35 
an hour to start and up to $80,000 to 
$100,000 or more a year as they advance. 

“Most of the times they will be 
working in an IT department as part of 
a team of cybersecurity experts,” said 
Singh. “They could be employed by a 
cybersecurity company that provides ser- 
vices to customers.” 

Beyond the training itself, students 
in the program received a $200 stipend 
for general expenses, career counseling 
and assistance with job placement. 

Like many of his classmates, Burke 
has struggled with a number of issues, 


including anxiety as well as depression, 
PTSD, and ADHD. “Just a tough com- 
bination of things,” he said, that made it 
tough at times just to get out of bed in 
the morning. 

“Tl didn’t feel motivated, because I 
didn’t have a goal,” he said. 

Now he does. 

“This class helped a lot with that,” 
he said. “I felt I really had something to 
do that was going to help me.” 

Burke said he’s grateful to Mass 
Rehab for recommending him for the 
program and for putting him in a class 
with others who shared and understood 


his struggles. It was a big confidence 
builder for all of them. 

“People with disabilities don’t nec- 
essarily get the same opportunities as 
others,” said Burke. “There’s a stigma to 
it, and Mass Rehab is out there trying to 
erase that and show that we have value. 
That’s what I really appreciate about 
them. They don’t care about our labels 
and what’s happened in our past. They 
just want to get us into a position where 
we can be fully functioning members of 
society and feel more useful.” 

“Tt’s certainly happening with me,” 
he said, “‘and it feels great.” 
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Aidan Burke, of Northampton, is a recent graduate of a pilot cybersecurity training program 
offered jointly by Holyoke Community College and the Massachusetts Rehabilitation 
Commission. Submitted photo 
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Virginia O’ Hanlon 


Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 

They have been affected by the skepti- 
cism of a skeptical age. They do not believe 
except they see. They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensible by their little 





I hope that everyone remembers a special Christmas past. 


We hope the love, spirit and joy will continue to last. Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 


minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be We need the traditions to give balance in our life. : % | assume liability for the loss of 
men’s or children’s, are little. In this great uni- Well let’s say — Difficult now with mobility and 5 photographs or other materials 
verse of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in Woman life cultural changes. A ey HL ater the 
his intellect, as compared with the boundless A genuine extended family then, Parents, Grand Parents, el. except upon specific request 
world about him, as measured by the intelli- Aunts, Uncles, Brothers, Sisters, Friends. ome when submitted. 


gence capable of grasping the whole truth and 
knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. 


Then stability and support were there. 
Some however, the alone, the invalid. 
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Alas! How dreary would be the world if there And again, at least a smile. Sap, OF NOTE 
were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as Kindness is pure, sweet, strong, unselfish — — 
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childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to Someone loves you. Y 


make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The 
eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world 


see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the Letters to the 


lawn? Of course not, but that’s no proof that 
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or In My Backyard Editor Policy 
imagine all the wonders there are unseen and 
unseeable in the world. By Ellenor Downer Thistle feeder 

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see During the warm weather, a bear 
what makes the noise inside, but there is a W tvs helping to transport the grabbed my thistle (niger) seed feeder. He 


Kindness is the perfume for this weary world. : 1 S the sedson 
Share by caring. 


If someone say, Happy Holidays, : : 
I will reply, “Happy Holy Holidays.” fi Or kindling 
Wishing all of you, whatever religion or faith in God, el 
The merriest of many Christmas’s 202s. fee | the fire of 
And the happiest of Happy New Years. 
Remember — The most expensive 
Present is God’s love, > 
And he gives it away free. | j Washington Irving 


hospitality. ” 








Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 


veil covering the unseen world which not the Rockefeller Center Christmas pulled it off the hook and left it about 15 feet 
strongest man, nor even the united strength of tree found an adult Northern away. The plastic tube was crushed and the 


all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear saw-whet owl clinging to the tree. The seed ports removed. There was not a single 
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance tree and owl came from Oneonta to New _ seed to be found in it. The American gold- ber in order for our office 
can push aside that curtain and view and pic- York City, New York. The owl had no food _ finches and chickadees kept flying to where to authenticate author- 
ture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is or water during the three-day trip. It is the feeder was. ship prior to publication. 
it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there recovering at a wildife refuge in New York I bought another feeder and put it out. | Addresses and phone 
is nothing else real and abiding. state. It did not take them long to find the new numbers are not pub- 
No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives and The owl, now named Rockefeller, is feeder. American goldfinches and chickadees lished. . 

he lives forever. A thousand years from now, getting fluids and “all the mice he can love the thistle seed and often three or four Unsigned or anony- 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10 thousand years from eat” at the wildlife center. A vet checked eat from the feed perches at once. mous letters will NOT be 
now, he will continue to make glad the heart it over and took x-rays, but it seems to be published. 

of childhood. in great condition. When ready, it will be Canada geese We reserve the right 


released back into the wild. Last week, I saw a very large flock of to edit or withhold any 

Northern saw-whet owls are the small- Canada geese in a harvested cornfield. The submissions. Libelous, 
est North American owl and about seven flock had well over 100 hundred geese. They unsubstantiated allega- 
to eight inches long. These owls have yel- were probably on their way from Canada to tions, personal attacks or 


low eyes, mottled brown feathers with a the southern winter grounds. defamation of character 
whitish facial disk and white-spotted head. are not allowed. 
Juveniles are dark brown with a cinnamon Bluebirds Deadline for submis- 
belly and a white vee between the eyes. My son-in-law, Bryan, saw four blue- sions is Wednesday at 
Saw whet owls are nocturnal and __ birds in his yard last week. He watched them noon. 
hard to see. During daylight, they roost in come and go from one of the two bluebird Please email (pre- 
dense vegetation, typically at eye level and houses in his Barre yard. ferred) letters to the- 
near the trunk of evergreen trees. People may report a bird sighting or sun@turley.com. Mailed 
Female Northern saw-whet owls lay _ bird related experience by calling me at 413- letters can be sent to The 


four to seven white eggs in anestinatree 967-3505, leaving a message at extension Sun, 24 Water Street, 
cavity or old woodpecker hole. They will 1/00 or emailing mybackyard&§ @aol.com or Palmer. MA 01069. 
also use next boxes. edowner@ turley.com. 
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Spread holiday cheer 
at gig speed. 


‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With Xfinity, you can 
choose the speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security 
is included at no extra cost with Xfinity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your 
connected devices are protected — just log in and activate through the Xfinity app. 

It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside the North Pole. 


Get started with Or pick your speed, 
Xfinity Internet for with options up to gig 


Enjoy 


S 99 Choose your speed e | powe rfu 
aqamo. 
/ lyr. Internet 


experience 





600 Mbps 200 Mbps 


No term contract required 





Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below. 


Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store today. xf a ty 


Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment 
and paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount 
will be discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Internet 100 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change 
during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast's service charge for Performance Internet is $77.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds 


vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app 
login. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA234019-0002 NED-WNE-Springfield-Holiday-V3 
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> In The News 





Gerardo Torres and Katy Moonan help to pass out bagged 
dinners and donated poinsettias to those who attended the 
event on foot. Photos by Shelby Macri 





Larger sponsorships of the community dinner event received 
ice sculptures in their honor. 


Keep your car clean this winter 
with our Holiday 


Get a Packet of 5 Silver Car Wash 


Tickets for only $19.95° 
(valued at $39.75) 


Get a Packet of 5 Gold Car Wash 
Tickets for only $29.95° f.™ 
(valued at $54.75) 4 Only $3 
Wash, clearcoat protection, 
undercarriage and wheel 
brightener. 


*Offers Expire on 1/2/2021 s 


With a Coupon 
\ to Upgrade to / 
\.a Gold Wash! / 


sXele),4(-1 mts] (=2- 


To Protect your car and 
it’s paint job this winter, 
keep it salt-free. 


We can help! 


(413) 532-2378 * 990 Main Street, Holyoke, MA 
















USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


CROWN ROAST OF PORK 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED lb 
USDA INSP. BONELESS 


CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS OF ROASTS wus” Bib 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER PICNIC 3 Si. 


USDA INSP. 1.25 LB 


HUMMEL BROS 
HOLIDAY KIELBASA.... °° to 


USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIEITIES FAMILY PACK 


ITALIAN SAUSAGE jessie ' 


USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


HOLIDAY ROAST 
BONELESS PORKLOIN..... © tb 


STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, BACON, OLIVES & SPICES 








CUT 
FREE 

















lb 
















USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIB EYE for 
STANDING RIB ROAST 


lb OR HALF 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 
IMPORTED NEW ZEALAND 


FRENCHED LAMB RACKS... # tp 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 










WHOLE 






1) Sn? 
DUCKS watts ee I 


USDA INSP. QF FROZEN - PARTY CUT 


CHICKEN WINGS 4LB BAG........ 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


FULLY COOKED 
MEATBALLS sis... ca 


INSP. [QF FROZEN 


RAW PEELED SHRIMP 
16/20 COUNT oiscncunen @ AI c2 





















INSP. [QF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP 
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAGusnnuun ca 




















SKINLESS & SHANKLESS SPOON ROAST 
i. Oa 
. Ib 
112 SPIRAL HAM TLL Ib SALE DATES: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 A} 3-137-1 288 
USDA INSP FROZEN SMOKED BUTT OR SHANK 12/24/20 - 12/30/20 Thurs. 8-6 « Fri.8-6 Sat.8-3 | i www.90meat.com 
Will Close 12/31 at 4PM We reserve the right 


1/2 HAM PORTIONS... 
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lb Closed 1/1/2021 


BUY DIRECT FOR sms SAVINGS » SELECTION » SERVICE 


to limit quantities. 








Each attendee received a raffle ticket with their bagged 
meals, where they could win a variety a prizes featured at 
the event. 





OneHolyoke set up at the Kelly Elementary School, as they 
typically would do when holding the ready-made banquet 
style dinner in past years. 


DINNER, from page 1 


“T wanted to still give families something and it’s 
always been about bringing the community together.” 
Rosa-Soriano said. “We saw and gave food to 200 plus 
families last year, so I wanted to offer 300 meals to 
makes sure anyone who needs the food will receive it.” 

The first 300 families to attend the community din- 
ner received all the ingredients to make a Latino holiday 
dinner at home, with three options of meat to choose 
from. People could pick from turkey, pork shoulder, 
or chicken, with vegetables, rice and other ingredients 
included. There was also an apple pie to provide a full 
meal, Rosa-Soriano knows that it’s not the same as the 
usual dinner but wanted to give families something from 
her and her group to the families in the community. 

Some of the meat selections were donated like the 
pork, also some turkey’s were donated by Stop&Shop for 
the event. Rosa-Soriano says that the bought more turkey 
after they were donated some, and they bought the chick 
in order to give families different options. Rosa-Soriano 
explained that their goal was to hand out food to people 
as quickly as possible, not only so they could keep the 
line running, but also to beat the upcoming snow. 

“Tf it starts snowing it’ll be great!” Rosa-Soriano 
said. “We’re outdoors and it'll be prettier, though we are 
trying to beat the snow that’s headed this way.” 

The event had 35 sponsorships for putting on the 
community dinner, and a few sponsors received ice 
sculptures and inflatable decorations in honor of their 
help in the event. sponsorships of more than $500 were 
given ice sculptures and sponsorships of $300 or less 
were given inflatable decorations. Both were set up 
around the areas where people would be walking or driv- 
ing through, everyone who came by the even were able 
to see the sculptures and inflatables. 

In addition, Rosa-Soriano decorated the Kelly 
School in string lights, along with the park in front of the 
building and along the entrance for the drive through ser- 
vice. She also included a Christmas tree that did not light 
fully but still gave a sense of Christmas spirit, along with 
snowflake decorations and accessories worn by volun- 
teers. Though people weren’t able to linger or hang out 
in a group, many people had smiles on their faces while 
attending. 

The event was free and open to everyone in the 
Flats, they also ran a live raffle for prizes on their 
Facebook channel the day after the event. Prizes include 
gift cards to different places like BJ’s and Stop & Shop, 
as a way to take the event one step further. Rosa-Soriano 
and her team did their best to make this years community 
dinner a good one despite the COVID setbacks, regula- 
tions, and restrictions. 


{oe 
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QY 
AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY 1S HERE! 


* Preventative & Restorative Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 


610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 


* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. » John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 

Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 
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soccer changes affected approach to game 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION —- The MIAA 
made several rule changes to 
the sport of soccer this past fall 
due to COVID-19. 

It took a couple of matches 
for the players, coaches, and 
referees to get used to the new 
modified rules. 

“Tt did take some time for 
the players to get used to the 
new rules. We’re hoping to go 
back to soccer without modifi- 
cations next year,’ said Monson 
girls’ varsity soccer coach Eric 
Degnan. “The players deserve 
a lot of credit. You also have to 
give the referees a lot of credit 
as well. It wasn’t very easy for 
them either.” 

Granby girls varsity soc- 
cer coach Robert Weaver 
was happy his players had 
the opportunity to play some 
matches this fall. 

“The girls were very happy 
just to be getting together, prac- 
ticing and playing soccer while 
following the modifications,” 
Weaver said. “At Granby, we 
had great backing from the 
school’s administration, school 
committee, and health depart- 
ment.” 

One of the rule changes 
was the elimination of throw- 
ins. When the ball crossed the 
touchline, the restart was a 
kick-in, which was the same as 


Es sports@turley.com 


an indirect kick. The ball was 
placed on the spot on the touch- 
line where the ball went out of 
bounds or behind it. 

Ludlow boys’ varsity soc- 
cer coach Greg Kolodziey real- 
ly didn’t mind the elimination 
of throw-ins. 

“We have benefitted over 
the years from having a play- 
er who could throw it far,” 
Kolodziey said. “You could 
create more scoring chances on 
more restarts with the kick-in.” 

There were also no head 
balls allowed. 

“T think the rule change 
that affected the game the 
most was elimination of head 
balls. ’ve never seen so many 
well-executed shoulder balls 
in my life,’ Kolodziey added. 
“But there were a lot of good 
scoring chances missed by 
all the teams due to not being 
allowed to head the ball.” 

Players were not allowed 
to make intentional physical 
contact with an opposing play- 
er 

“We always stress the 
importance of not committing 
reckless and needless fouls,” 
Kolodziey said. “If the health 
Situation 1s under control, I do 
think all the modified rules will 
be changed back next season.” 

Goalkeepers weren’t 
allowed to kick, punt drop- 
kick, or throw the ball in the air 
beyond the midfield line. 





ys) @turleysports 


£ acebook.com/turleysports 


Boys soccer had to do without 
head balls, a big part of the attack 
game. 


If the ball did travel in the 
air beyond the midfield line 
without touching a player, the 
resulting restart was an indi- 
rect kick for the opposing team 
from the spot it crossed mid- 
field. 

“T strongly disliked the 
rule where the goalie could 
not punt, or goal kick the ball 
over half,’ said Ware boys var- 
sity soccer coach Jesse Trzpit 
“To me, it didn’t make a lot of 
sense to begin with, I didn’t 





www.sports.turley.com 











Girls soccer adjusted to the modified rules of soccer, which included no 


throw-ins and goalies could not punt over the half line. 


see how it benefitted anyone’s 
safety and it also took a large 
advantage away from our team. 
Our starting goalie consistently 
kicks the ball over half which 
gives us an opportunity to move 
the ball up field more so than 
other ways. Our backup goalie 
also has the ability to do this.” 
All of the high school soc- 
cer matches were played in four 
ten-minute quarters instead of 


File photos 


two twenty minutes halves. 

A couple of the other rule 
changes were corner kicks were 
indirect kicks, no timeouts will 
be allowed, and there were no 
rebounds allowed on penalty 
kicks. Coaches, players and ref- 
erees wore masks during the 
game. 

Everyone is hoping to have 
a normal high school soccer 
season in the fall of 2021. 





Several unknowns for 
winter sports season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — In Western 
Massachusetts, winter sports 
are scheduled to begin in early 
January, but that is pending 
the creation of a new sched- 
ule and the Pioneer Valley 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference forming geographic 
“bubble” leagues for basketball 
and hockey, as well as swim- 
ming. 

In November, the PVIAC 
agreed to go ahead with winter 
sports, but made a number of 
rulings: 

¢ Compete in a bubble that 
will limit contact with fewer 
athletes (schools). 

e Start date for winter 
sports January 4, 2021 through 
February 20, 2021 

e The scheduled amount 
of games will be: Team sports 
(Basketball, Swimming, Ice 
Hockey) 10-12 Skiing 5-6 con- 
test 

¢ No independent varsity 
contests, only those given by 
schedulers. 


e Spectators for Indoor 
Games TBD. 

e Out of season coaching: 
There will be no out of season 
coaching during the Winter 
Season 

e Strongly recommend no 
captains practices. 

With the recent rollout of a 
vaccine as well as a second one 
now in the pipeline that could 
accelerate the vaccination pro- 
cess, it is unclear if decisions 
made about fans will be revisit- 
ed at some point. 

Another decision that must 
be made is what schools will 
be participating in the winter 
season. 

Changes that have 
already been made for the sea- 
son include the addition of 
Southwick to the winter ranks. 
Southwick’s school committee 
did not allow the school to par- 
ticipate in the fall season, but 
has agreed to support the winter 
season. Southwick has boys and 
girls basketball as well as ice 
hockey. 


See WINTER, page 9 





Claremont to host Stock Series 


WALPOLE, N.H. - 
Granite State Pro Stock 
Series officials announced on 
Thursday a 15-race sched- 
ule for the 2021 race season. 
The slate will bring drivers to 
three different New England 
states -- while visiting eight 
different tracks in one of the 
most complete schedules the 
series has ever offered for 
teams and fans. 

The calendar is head- 
lined by the annual Newport 
Chevrolet 150 at Claremont 
Motorsports Park, this time 
on Saturday, July 31 -- a 
$10,000 to win show that is 
sure to draw the top Super 
Late Model talent in the 
region. The series will also 
make a debut at one of New 
England’s most historic tracks 
and return to multiple staple 
facilities, with a mix of flat 
and banked tracks planned. 

“We're thrilled with 
the way our schedule came 
together for the 2021 sea- 
son,’ Mike Parks, president 
of the Granite State Pro Stock 
Series, said. “We always 
strive to get 14-16 races and 
we were able to accomplish it 
again. We think our competi- 


tors and fans will enjoy it.” 

The season starts with 
the big debut in Connecticut. 
Granite State teams will 
compete at Stafford Motor 
Speedway for the first time 
as part of the annual NAPA 
Spring Sizzler weekend on 
Saturday, April 24 -- a one- 
day show. Pro Stocks are no 
stranger to the Arute-owned 
facility -- having run as a 
weekly division for decades -- 
but now, the touring stars will 
invade to compete with some 
of the local talent that are sure 
to find themselves a ride. 

“To say we are thrilled to 
finally bring the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series to Stafford 
would be an understatement,’ 
Parks said. “This will be the 
icing on the cake to kick- 
off the Greatest Race in the 
History of the Spring, the 
annual NAPA Spring Sizzler. 
It’s going to be an amazing 
event for our series and the 
track both.” 

Following Stafford, just 
one week later, Monadnock 
Speedway will host their 
first of two series events on 
Sunday afternoon, May 2 as 
part of their season-opening 


Spring Dash weekend. Post- 
time for this event is 2 p.m., 
with the NHSTRA Modifieds, 
NELCAR Legends and more 
also on the card. A second 
stop at “Mad Dog” is slated 
for Saturday, September 4 
as part of Labor Day week- 
end at the Winchester, New 
Hampshire, oval. 

The series heads to 
Bobby Webber’s Star 
Speedway for the first of two 
stops on Saturday night, May 
8, before a return to the Star 
Classic weekend on Friday, 
September 17 comes in the 
thick of the championship bat- 
tle. Last year, Derek Griffith 
and Joey Pole put together 
one of the best races in series 
history as part of the Classic 
at Star, which has become a 
staple track for the series. 

Claremont Motorsports 
Park hosts their first of three 
dates on Memorial Day week- 
end as a Sunday evening 
special, May 30. Following 
the $10,000 to win Newport 
Chevrolet 150 in July, an 
event won by Derek Griffith 
last year, the champion will be 


See STOCK, page 9 
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Thunderbirds announce massive teddy bear donation 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation is pleased to 
announce a donation of over 1,000 teddy 
bears and stuffed animals to local chari- 
table partners, the culmination of a suc- 
cessful Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss pre- 
sented by Teddy Bear Pools & Spas, that 
was held on Saturday, Dec. 12 outside 
of the MassMutual Center in downtown 
Springfield. 

This morning, the Thunderbirds’ 
mascot Boomer, along with staff mem- 
bers, made deliveries of hundreds of 
stuffed animals to Square One, Center 
for Human Development (CHD), Boys 
and Girls Club of Springfield, and the 
Boys & Girls Club, Family Center in 
Springfield. 

“Our holiday celebrations are look- 
ing much different this year, but the 
Springfield Thunderbirds have proven 
that with a bit of creativity and careful 


The Thunderbirds mascot tosses a teddy 
bear from a donor’s car. 


planning, the children in our community 
can still experience the magic of the sea- 
son,” says Kristine Allard, Vice President 
of Development & Communications, 
Square One. “We are so grateful to Nate 
Costa and the entire Thunderbirds com- 
munity for keeping the tradition of the 
Teddy Bear Toss alive. Our children will 
be overjoyed!” 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual Teddy Bear Toss event was much 
different than previous years. Instead of 
tossing the bears onto the ice after the 
first T-Birds first goal during a home 
game in December, fans brought their 
new teddy bears or stuffed animals down 
and ‘tossed’ them out of their vehicles 
as part of the Drive-Thru Teddy Bear 
Toss at the MassMutual Center on the 
corner of Main St. and Bruce Landon 
Way. Boomer, the Nicebox Icebox, and 
front office staff were present to collect 


donations and properly package and san- 
itize them. Those that couldn’t make it 
that day also donated at the Thunderbirds 
office, at Teddy Bear Pools & Spas in 
Chicopee, the Springfield Visitor Center, 
or at New Valley Bank’s new headquar- 
ters located in Monarch Place in down- 
town Springfield. 

“The T-Birds and their loyal fans 
have again stepped up to bring holiday 
joy to children and families receiving 
services in CHD programs across west- 
ern Massachusetts,” said Ben Craft, 
CHD’s Vice President of Community 
Engagement. “We deeply appreciate the 
Thunderbirds organization’s partnership 
and strong commitment to our commu- 
nity, and we can’t wait to get back to the 
arena to cheer them on when it’s safe to 
do so.” 

The virtual and drive-thru version 
of the Teddy Bear Toss kicked off on 





Despite the pandemic conditions, the Springfield Thunderbirds still held its annual teddy bear 


drive. 


Submitted photos 


#GivingTuesday, the annual glob- 
al movement that encourages peo- 
ple to do good and support nonprofits, 
encouraging fans that couldn’t physi- 
cally attend the event to donate to the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation and sponsor 
a bear. Over 250 bears were sponsored 
by local and national supporters of the 
Teddy Bear Toss through donations to 
the Thunderbirds’ Foundation, including 
a significant number donated by Balise 
Auto Group. 

“We are amazed and grate- 
ful at the outpouring of support for 
the Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss” said 
Thunderbirds President Nathan Costa. 
“Teddy Bear Toss is a staple event for 
the Thunderbirds, and our fans came out 
in full support. We can’t thank our fans, 
partners, and those that donated to our 
Foundation enough to be able to bring 
smiles to children at this time of year.” 

The Thunderbirds extend a special 
thank you to all of their partners that 
stepped up and were able to make this 
event a reality, including: Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas, Balise Auto Group, 
Western Mass News, the Springfield 
Business Improvement District & down- 
town Visitor’s Center, New Valley Bank 
& Trust and Dunkin’. The Thunderbirds 
also would like to thank their teddy 
bear delivery partner, BMW of West 
Springfield. 

The Thunderbirds Teddy Bear Toss 
was established in 2016, whereby the 
Thunderbirds’ first goal in the annual 
Teddy Bear Toss game results in a cel- 
ebration of bears being thrown onto the 
ice. Since starting the tradition four sea- 
sons ago, the Thunderbirds have con- 
tributed more than 10,000 bears to local 
Springfield charities. 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TILTTAN@ TALKS — 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 


AN tal th 12 WG S + TUESDAY, JAN. 12/6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 14 / 6 PM EST 


dine & Perforuning Arts 
aX Fn 0) 571 0 Ore 


Entrepreneurship, Kconomics & Finance 


WY 10 (0 | Come @) 01010). 
INTERNATIONAL 
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TUESDAY, JAN. 19 / 6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 21 / 6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 26 / 6 PM EST 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27 / 7:30 AM EST 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 


www.wma.us/titantalks 


77.40 
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S TO CK, from page 7 


crowned at Claremont for the first time 
on October 16 as part of the track’s Fall 
Challenge weekend. 

Beech Ridge Motor Speedway 
in Maine will hold two Granite State 
events for the first time in track history 
-- with stops set for June 12 and August 
14. Last year, the series hosted more 
than 30 cars as a mix of regulars and 
track favorites competed for glory in 
the inaugural stop at Beech Ridge -- a 
race won by Wyatt Alexander. 

‘We had so much success with our 
first appearance at Beech Ridge last 
year, the car count was fantastic and 
Andy and the staff there welcomed us 
and our teams for a great event,” Parks 
said. “Going there twice should give us 
much of the same we saw in 2020.” 

Additional summer events include 
the annual stop at Riverside Speedway 
in Groveton, New Hampshire, on 
June 19 and the Sunday afternoon 
spectacular at Hudson Speedway on 
Sunday, July 11. Granite State teams 
will also stop at Lee USA Speedway 
twice -- both at some of the track’s 
most historic race weekends. The first 
comes on Friday, July 2, celebrating 
Independence Day -- and the second 
will be on Sunday, October 3 as part of 
the season-ending Octoberfest. 

There is one event that remains 
outstanding on the series schedule -- 
dated for Saturday, July 24 -- which 
is on track to be announced soon. 
Series officials are working on the final 
details surrounding that event and will 
announce once available. 


COUN CIL, from page 1 


open to taking funds from the school 
department to balance the budget, but 
wanted to have further discussion with 
the involved parties, including Anthony 
Soto, who handles the school district’s 
finances. 

The schools are supposed to head 
back for hybrid learning in early 2021, 
but will not use the total funds budget- 


The Granite State Pro Stock Series 
will have further updates surrounding 
the 2021 season when available. For 
more information, visit gspss.net and 
follow the series on social media. 

2021 GRANITE STATE PRO 
STOCK SERIES SCHEDULE: 

April 24 -- Stafford Motor 
Speedway -- Stafford, Conn. -- 75 laps 

May 2 -- Monadnock Speedway -- 
Winchester, N.H. -- 100 laps 

May 8 -- Star Speedway -- Epping, 
N.H. -- 100 laps 

May 30 -- Claremont Speedway -- 
Claremont, N.H. -- 100 laps 

June 12 -- Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine -- 
150 laps 

June 19 -- Riverside Speedway -- 
Groveton, N.H. -- 150 laps 

July 2 -- Lee USA Speedway -- 
Lee, N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 11 -- Hudson International 
Speedway -- Hudson, N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 24 -- TBA 

July 31 -- $10k to Win -- 
Claremont Motorsports Park -- 
Claremont, N.H. -- 100 laps 

August 14 -- Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine -- 
150 laps 

September 4 -- Monadnock 
Speedway -- Winchester, N.H -- 100 
laps 

September 17 -- Star Speedway -- 
Epping, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 3 -- Lee USA Speedway 
-- Lee, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 16 -- Claremont 
Motorsports Park -- Claremont, N.H. 
-- 100 laps 


ed for transportation, allowing the city 
to use some of the unused funds to bal- 
ance the whole budget. 

Councilors went through several 
scenarios and discussions about the tax 
rate and asked many questions of the 
administration before arriving on the 
tax rate that passed. The rate will be 
applied to property tax bills for 2021. It 
was the final action of the calendar year 
for the Holyoke City Council. 





C O VID, from page 1 


classifications place communities in the 
red if they meet both a greater than 10 
cases per 100,000 people and a positivi- 
ty rate of above 4 percent. 

The city itself is not taking any 
further precautions and is still trying 
to calmly navigate the situation as the 
COVID-19 vaccines begin to roll out. 

Locally, some vaccinations have 
begun taking place at Holyoke Medical 
Center. Many staff and doctors have 
started receiving vaccinations. The vac- 
cines were part of the initial distribution 
of Pfizer vaccines that were distributed 
to hospitals in Massachusetts. 

Moderna’s vaccine has been 
approved now and vaccines from both 


companies will be coming to the city in 
the coming months. 

Holyoke Medical Center will likely 
be receiving more vaccines to contin- 
ue giving first doses to the rest of its 
staff. It is unclear where the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home, which had one of the 
worst outbreaks in the country at a 
long-term care facility, will have its 
staff and residents vaccinated. Nearly 
80 veterans living at the home died of 
COVID-19. 

Testing continues to be available 
in the city as well, with two sites, one 
at Holyoke Community College and 
one on Appleton Street. Both sites are 
scheduled to remain going into the new 
year, both with increased staffing to 
meet demand. 
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Children’s Room: 

$150 can fund Virtual story times, 
Grab and Go activity bags, online 
learning tools such as 

Miss Humblebees Academy and 
the Rocket Languages program. 

History Room: 

$75 can help sponsor online lec- 
tures on local Holyoke history topics 
and expand access to genealogy web- 
sites such as Ancestry, Heritage Quest 
Online and more. 

Teen Room: 

$50 can help fund Teen Book 
Bundles and Mad Science craft kits for 
home use. 


Your support is needed to keep 
these and many other programs going! 
Patrons still count on the library and 
our website to take advantage of infor- 
mation that Engages, Teaches, and 
Inspires. 

Your donation—of any amount—1is 
hugely important to our efforts. Every 
gift helps. 

You may donate online at www. 
holyokelibrary.org/aboutdonate.asp 
or mail a check to 250 Chestnut St, 
Holyoke, MA 01040. 

Please donate today. To help us 
with programming for the coming year, 
please get your tax-deductible donation 
in before Dec. 31. 

Thank you for your continued sup- 
port. 








Sports ¢€ 


Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW -—- Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a soccer 
clinic in Pelham, MA for players in the 
Massachusetts North Region. The fall 
clinic provides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC coaches. 
There are two sessions available. sign up 
for one or both. It makes a great holiday 
gift for friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys and 
girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 
2014. The four-week program includes 
one practice per week for a total of 
$65 per session ($130 for 2 sessions). 
Sessions will consist of a max of 15 
players per field (COVID regulation for 


the players’ safety). 

SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/11, 1/25, 
2/1, & 2/8 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

e Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 3/1, 
3/8, & 3/15 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

e Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pelham 
Elementary School at 45 Amherst Road, 
Pelham, MA 01002. 





WIN TER, from page 7 


Belchertown, while it will allow 
swimming and basketball, hockey is not 
being allowed due to the fact the UMass 
practice rink, their home ice, is not avail- 
able. Belchertown’s school committee 
confirmed other options for Belchertown 
would be in communities that currently 
in the red status for being labeled “high- 
risk” for COVID-19 spread. Belchertown 
is one of the towns not allowed to play 
other schools that have the red designa- 
tion. 

Holyoke High School, which ceased 
its fall season on Oct. 21, is set to partic- 
ipate in the winter season with basket- 
ball and swimming, but can only do so 
if it gets out of the red by Dec. 24 and 
remains out of the red until the season 


starts in January. It is possible the school 
will start late. 

Other changes and decisions are 
still pending, though many schools have 
already opted to participate. 

Pathfinder will participate in winter 
sports, but must find another venue due 
to the fact their gymnasium is currently 
being used as a cafeteria. 

While the PVIAC has not made an 
official ruling on whether fans will be 
allowed in arenas, the MIAA’s current 
guidance is to allow up to 40 percent of 
a gymnasium’s capacity. However, the 
number of game participants (players, 
coaches, officials, etc.) count toward that 
40 percent. Some schools, like the fall, 
could bar fans altogether in an effort to 
lower the spread while the current surge 
is still on. 


InThe News ¢ 





Tighe & Bond is a finalist of their 2020 Engineering Excellence Award for the transformation 


of the Mt. Tom coal-fired power plant. 


A WA R D, from page 1 


Tighe & Bond’s work with ENGIE 
North America (ENGIE) and the col- 
laboration with other organizations has 
led to the completion of a very complex 
project that showcases what can hap- 
pen when innovative engineering and a 
commitment to clean energy and envi- 
ronmental protection come together. The 
transformation of the coal-fired plant 
to a fully remediated and safe site has 
enabled ENGIE to move forward with its 
plan to use the property for future indus- 
trial/commercial/energy development. 
The completion of the solar and energy 
storage project in 2018 has continued to 
positively impact the City of Holyoke. In 
August of 2019, the City was recognized 
by educational non-profit Smart Electric 
Power Alliance (SEPA) as having the 
third most annual energy storage watt- 
hours per customer in the entire nation. 
Massachusetts has an evolving energy 
market, and with the completion of the 
Mt. Tom Project, ENGIE can now pro- 
vide a model of success that can influ- 
ence future solar and energy storage proj- 
ects in the State and coal-fired power 
plant closures across the region. 

Overall, the closure of the former 


Submitted photo 


coal-fired power plant included two 
main concepts; transforming a former 
industrial site by demolishing the exist- 
ing facility, remediating many areas of 
the property, and addressing over 50 
acres of on-site coal ash while reusing a 
portion of the site for renewable energy 
generation and storage. 

“The. Engineering Excellence 
Awards program recognizes engineer- 
ing firms for projects that demonstrate a 
high degree of achievement, value and 
ingenuity,” said Jennifer Howe, President 
of the American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Massachusetts and 
Principal and Vice President at SMMA, 
Symmes Maini & McKee Associates. 
“Entrants are rated by an independent 
panel of judges from the architectural 
community, the construction industry, 
academia, the media, and the public sec- 
tor on the basis of uniqueness and origi- 
nality; future value to the profession and 
perception by the public; social, eco- 
nomic and sustainable development con- 
siderations; complexity; and successful 
fulfillment of the client/owner’s need, 
including schedule and budget. We con- 
gratulate them and thank them for their 
contributions to improving the quality of 
our everyday lives.” 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


or call: 413-283-8393 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 













AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***exee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DEADLINES 
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SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


RISK 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 





fi 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


BD GENERAL SERVICES Car 
pentry, windows, doors, roofs, gut- 
ters, floors, quality painting. Insured. 
References. Free Estimates. MA 
HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ——_—_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


a) 


% 
BLANDFORD BS ~ 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 













Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


EASTHAMPTON 










LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 


01 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price Cs, ues 
Add asecond ZONE _*10.00 | sama 
. $ following ZONE(s): 
Addathird ZONE _—*5.00 
Subtotal __ = 


x Number of Weeks ae <> 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


assitieds 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


SSSSSSSSS$S$$ 
Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 

RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 
DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 


(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Animal 
Control Officer & Animal Inspector. 
Looking for a reliable Animal Control 
Officer & an Animal Inspector. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open 
Until Filled. EOE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 







FOR RENT 


Inthe News ¢ 


HCC Foundation adds board members 


HOLYOKE — HCC Foundation, Inc., the nonprofit 
fundraising arm of Holyoke Community College, has 
added seven new members to its Board of Directors and 
elected a new slate of officers. 

At the HCC Foundation’s annual meeting on Dec. 8, 
held over Zoom, the Foundation board voted in the fol- 
lowing new directors for three-year terms, four of whom 
are HCC alumni: 

e Nikki Burnett °91 of Springfield, executive direc- 
tor, Educare Springfield; 

e Cynthia Shea Desroches “18 of South Hadley, trea- 
surer/manager, Holyoke Postal Credit Union; 

¢ Kip Foley, of Holyoke, entrepreneur; 

¢ Deana McPherson ‘90 of Granville, chief 
Financial Officer, Smith & Wesson Brands, Inc.; 

e Frank Newton of Chicopee, leader/teacher, Music 
Department, Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter 
Public School; 

e Israel Rivera ‘16 of Holyoke, area studies program 
manager / Center of Latin American, Caribbean and 


Latino Studies, UMass Amherst; 

e Michael Roundy of Westfield, attorney/partner, 
Bulkley, Richardson & Gelinas. 

“We are thrilled to welcome this group of tal- 
ented individuals to the HCC Foundation Board of 
Directors,” said Amanda Sbriscia, HCC’s vice president 
of Institutional Advancement and executive director 
of the HCC Foundation. “Their breadth and depth of 
expertise, along with that of our entire board, will have a 
tremendous impact on the Foundation’s ability to make 
an immediate and lasting difference in our community.” 

Also at the Dec. 8 annual meeting, Corey Murphy 
of South Hadley, president of First American Insurance 
Agency, was elected board chair; Susan Goldsmith of 
Longmeadow, president of Marcus Printing, was elect- 
ed vice chair; Meghan Parnell-Gregoire of Holyoke, 
vice president/business lending center manag- 
er for PeoplesBank, was elected treasurer; and John 
McAndrew of Holyoke, financial advisor for Edward 
Jones, was elected secretary. 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P2106EA 
Estate of: 
Frances A Shea 
Also known as: 
Frances Angela Shea 
Date of Death: 10/09/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
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All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 
ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with air-brakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


] Email all notices to notices@turley.com 





Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


PHONE 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.283.7017 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 


Advertising Sales 
Wendy Delcamp 
wdelcamp@turley.com 

























Interim Editor 


Gregory Scibelli 
thesun@turley.com 
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The Sun is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 


filed by Elizabeth M Collins 
of Springfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Elizabeth M Collins of 
Springfield, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 


Public Notices ¢ 


at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
01/12/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (80) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to 
you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 


appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: December 15, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
12/25/2020 


EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 
& CLASSIFIEDS 


To celebrate 
CHRISTMAS, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NOON - 
FRI., DEC. 18 
for the week of 

Dec. 22-25 


To celebrate 
NEW YEAR, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 
NOON! - 
WED., DEC. 23 
for the week of 





Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


to run the week of 


December 21-25, 2020: 


e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 


The Register, Sentinel, 


The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 


Quaboag Current 


e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 


Ware River News 
The Journal Register 


e Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 


Town Reminder, 


Chicopee Register and 
The Holyoke Sun 


Dec. 


29-Jan. 1 


24 Water Street . 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 


to run the week of 
December 28 - 

January 1, 2021: 

e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 


The Register, Sentinel, 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 


Agawam Advertiser News, 


Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

¢ Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 


Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 
and The Holyoke Sun 
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Archer Robert Cameron Benson William Hart Kai West 


October 20, 2020 March 7, 2020 June 5, 2020 
Parents: Matthew Cameron and Kieran Hart, Enfield, CT Parents: Greg and Nikki Hart, Chicopee Parents: Tiffany Lemke and Kameron West, Chicopee 
Grandparents: Robert and Patricia Cameron, Holyoke Grandparents: William and Deb Godek, Chicopee Grandparents: Diane Lemke, Chicopee, Luis Martinez, Springfield 
David and Kathleen Hart, Holyoke David and Kathleen Hart, Holyoke David Street and Pamela West, Monson 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Bersvana Insurance Agency, inc. 


Two convenient locations — 
to serve you better: 
100 Whiting Farms Road 
Holyoke, MA 01041 
413-536-0536 


231 Triangle Street 


i 
THE HOLYOKE SUN Amherst, MA 01002 


413-549-1100 
A TURLEY PUBLICATION ; 
www.turley.com www.bresnahaninsurance.com 
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Thank you for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 
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